in action 


The USS GUADALCANAL (CVE-60) and the ships and aircraft of her Task Group captured 
the German U-boat U-505, the only submarine captured by a carrier during the entire war. 
‘The GUADALCANAL earned a Presidential Unit Citation for this action, The U-505 Ів cur- 
tently on display at the Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago. 


Camouflage 


Escort carriers were camouflaged in various paint schemes known as М, 
Measure schemes were designed to provide the maximum amount of concealment under the 
|ypew of conditions that the ships were to operate under, Ships of the U.S, Navy have been 
pointed in many schemes from the Grent White Fleet to the Black & White Dazzle schemes 
designed w confuse the observer 

During the Second World War. the U.S. Fleet operated mainly in the Atlantic and Pacific 
und these arcas required different camouflage schemes. Due to light conditions another 
scheme was required for the North Atlantic area. The Navy took a page from the British and 
лома paint schemes developed during the First Wont War by the Admiralty for use in convoy 
tutes in that area, During 1943-44, U.S. schemes for the North Atlantic were either Measure 
17, 32, o 44 und various sub-systems of the Measure 32/33 camouflage system, some of 
Which were specifically tailored for individual ships, like Measure 2/159 designed for the 
USS MARCUS ISLAND (CVI-77). Measure 21 was also useid in the Atl 
1943 through 1945, 

Тв the Pacific, Measure 14 and 22 as well as Measure 32 and 33, were employed. Dazzle 
schemes usod multiple color in Blues, Grays and Purples. Measure 14 and 22 were solid o 
ors of Gray or Blue, 

For every rule there are exceptions, such as ships painted for the Atlantic serving in the 
Pacific und Pacific ships serving in the Atlantic 


beginning in 
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Introduction 


They were called Jeep Carriers, Woolworth Carriers, Kaisers Сой 


names, some unprintable. But no matter what they were called, when they were called 
duty, they performed tasks that enabled them and the larger American and British fleet aircraft 
Ju take the fipht to the enemy 

Ameriew's 


st experience with flying fT of a ship occurred on LL November 1910, wh 
stunt pilot Eugene Ely. lying a Curtiss biplane, took off from the U.S. Navy scout cruiser 
USS BIRMINGHAM. Ely took off from USS BIRMINGHAM. anchored in Chesapeake Ray 
und lew 10 а airfield near the Norfolk Naval Nase, Virginia. The Navy Was not impressed, 
they called it merely a stunt. Ely dhimi jive up and two months later, after moving to the west 
X. he convinced the Navy to loan him the cruiser USS PENNSYLVANIA, The Navy со 

ли à wooden deck on the stern and devised an arresting ear from rope and sandbag 
Niy swooped in low over San Francisco Hay and Innded.on the PENNSYLVANIA. marking 
tho first time than an aircraft had landed on a ship. Following lunch with the captain, Fly then 
tumed the Curtiss around and took off. Again, the Navy was not impressed, they called it “a 
мий 


The event did not go unnoticed in Finland and Japan, The Royal Navy saw some promise 


er design Eugene Ely became the first person to fly an aircraft off the deck of a ship, On 11 

mall carrier HONSHO November 1910, Ely, flying а Curtiss biplane, look off from the make-shif light deck th 
ul | had been constructed on the bow of the cruiser USS BIRMINGHAM. (Elsilrac) 

the arms race in ship construction, s conference was called in Washington D.C. during 1921, — polowing his auecesstultake-ot from the UBS BIRMINGHAM, Ely convinced the Navy to 

With the sole purpose of limiting capital ship and carrier tonnage. The actual rea construct a А deci on ie eiat USA PENNBYLVAMA (CAL). When the deck wa 

Washington Conference was to limit the number uf ships tha Japan was build completed Ely landed, becoming the first man to land an alrcrart on a ship. (National 

t of a global war. Archives) 

Japon continued to build ships, but it would he another twenty years before Japan was sirm 

enough to attack the American naval installation at Pearl Harbor, Hawan. 

America woukln' build is first aircraft carrier wail 1 
Mer, the 11,500 ton USS JUPITER. She had heen commissioned during 1913, and was the 
Navy's first large turbo-electrie driven ship. She was 
placing a wooden Night deck over the hull. Once completed, she was re c 
USS LANGLEY (CV-1). Vought VE-7SF aircraft were brought abound and flight оро 
were soon under way. ‘The МЕРА was a modifed pun armed trainer that had a slow lan 
speed, Juse ri 
shake down, the LANGLEY was ready for action. Before the Seco 
LAY was converted to а seaplane tender, with her light deck short 
AV-3, During the Buttle of the Java Sea in Fehnuary of 1942, she was sunk by Japanese naval 
aviation forces while trying to bring much needed Р-40 fighters to Java. 

Tn late 1920, the keel was laid for the battle cruiser USS SARATOGA and du 
1922, the another battle cruiser, the USS LEXINGTON was laid down. Fo 
"Washington Naval Conference, both мого reordered as aircraft carriers and commissioned 
during late 1927, beginning the buildup of the carrier leet forthe U.S. Navy. Hut the buildup 
сате at a very high price. ‘The LEXINGTON cost over $44 million dollars, quite а bit 
time period. Due o the high cost of aicraft caries, the Navy began searching fora smaller, 
more economical way to carry airerall, both to protect the fleet and take the fight to the 
enemy, thus began the "yim deck cruiser” concept 


in the design and began experiments along the lines of Ely's modified cr 
the First World War. In 1919, Japan beg 
and the fledgling naval air arm of Japan began w yrow. Due to international pressure 


an the construction of th 


western powers thought would put them at an unfair idvamae in the є 


2, arid then it was a com 


vented to the aircralt carrier rule by 


пр 
X for the burgeoning U.S, Naval Aviation Arm to train on. Afer a iwo year 
World War, LANG: 


and reclassified as 


lowing the 


off from the USS PENNSYLVANIA, anchored in San Francisco Bay, following 

"visit on board.” Mt would be over ten years before the Navy 

decided to construct a real aircraft carrier, Ely did, however, prove the feasibility of air- 
rift operating from ships (Elalirac) 

The idea was to build a ship 650 leet long, with the forward section for three triple n 

‘inch guns and the after section for an ampled 350 foot long fight deck and han 


Flying Deck Cruiser Concept 


er aroa. The 


350 Foot Flight Deck 


The Russian KIEV Cl designed along the lines of the Flying Deck Cruiser, a 
design that combined the fighting capabilities of a cruiser and а flight deck for aircraft 
operations. The KIEV Class operates helicopters and vertical takeoff aircraft in the anti- 
‘submarine role. (Navy) 
angled Might deck was а novel idea that didit catch on in the U.S. Navy until 1952, when the 
USS ANTIFTAM (СУ 3) was fitted with an angle deck, ‘The British were the frst tn adopt 
le deck for their fleet carriers. The "flying deck cruiser 
and fighter aircraft, but it was just an idea amd no funding was forthcoming. 
the project was dropped, with the option to look at the project in the future 
Japanese endest forever the concept with the 
Union, during the 160s, 
concept. The four ship KIEV class was designed for anti submarine duties with helicopter 
Yak 38 VTOL (vertical takeoff or landing), 
‘On 1 September 1989, the German army attacked their nel 


was to carry twenty-four 
By 1040. 
The Germann and 
art of the Second World War. The Soviet 
ed a design that closely resembled the "flying deck cruiser 


bor, Poland, dragging, by 


Overall Length: 650 Feet 
Speed: 32 Knots 

Aircraft Complement 
‘Twenty-four Fighters And 
Scout Aircralt 


Triple 6 inch Gun 
Turret 


Elevator 


x = 


260 Foot Flight Deck 


Gun Tubs for 20им Guns 


Triple 6 inch Gun 
Turret 


Tho USS WOLVERINE (1Х-64) and USS SABLE (IX-M) ware both paddle wheel steamers 


ning carriers, proving that just about anything could be used for an air- 
н. Both served in Lake Michigan training Naval aviators. (Floating Drydock) 


Зиму, the French amd British into the war. AS 


alone after the fall of France, needed war material to protect u 


the war escalated, the British, now fi 
This resulted 
base rights for U.S. 


of items to fight the Germans, from airp 


in the Lend-lease Agreement, where U.S. goods were exchanged fo 


Forces on British soil, Britain needed all types 


‘il, puns, arid ammunition to clothing. food and most of all a way W iran America 
to England, Atlantic convoys were set up and war material he ow from U.S, ports to 
Britain. "To stem the tide of these war goods, the Germans employed their U-boats, hundreds 


‘ol them in Wolf Packs. So effective were the U-boats that so 
doning the convoy system and flying all material to England, 
‘and other methods were tried. 

runge of patrol aircraft eft the com 
Germans began employing long range Focke Wulf РАМ 200 Condors, n; 


we thought was give 
That thought prow 
very effective, but the lun 


4 impracti 


" 
Plus, the. 
the Atlantic con- 


Ait cover for the convoys prove 


у unprotected in the middle of the Atlantic 


Voys, The only solution to this dilemma was to provide constant and continuous air cover 
over the complete convoy route, That meant that fighter and scout aircraft and a way to trans- 
port them. There weren't enough aircrah carriers available, so some solution was needed. 
Thus was born the idea of a escort carrier, a class of ship that could be constructed im a short 


period of ime. 

The first escort carnier to be constructed was built by the British and launched or 
1941. Taking a page from the Americans with their LANGLEY design, they use 
tured German pavsenger/cargo ship, HANNOVER as the basis for the escort carrier, 


the cap- 
With the 


addition of a flight deck and armament, the HMS AUDACITY was bom. 
NMS AUDACITY, was very short, She was sunk by a German torpedo in December of 1941 
after having served for only four mouths. the U.S. Navy was not far behind, the motorships 
MS MORMACMAIL and RIO DE LA PLATA were taken over by the Маму for conversion 
W escort carriers, The fist, USS LONG ISLAND (AVG. 1), was actually commissioned two 
weeks hefore HMS AUDACITY. 
Escort carters carried many denis 
March 1941, USS LONG ISLAND, the Navy 
ary ship and classified as ЛУС- 1, for Aircraft Escort Vessel Auxiliary, On 20 August 1942, 
the classification was changed to АСУ for Auxiliary Aircraft Carrier, Finally, on 15 July 
1943, the classification CVE was bestowed on the escort carriers to recognize their киин a» 


The life span ої 


ws during the war years. Ак originally acquired, on 6 
first escort carrier, was designated as an auxil 


truo warships. The designatur, CVE, stood for Escort Carrier Airera, but to those that served 
on them, they were C combustible, Vevulnerable, Ii expendable, АП U.S. escort carriers car 
ried the CVI classification throughout the balance of the war, Following the Korean War, the 
CV E's were again reclassified as CVUs or Utility Ліпотаї Carrier and thone мо modified 10 
handle helicopters as CVHE, the Н standing for Helicopter, When the USS THETIS BAY 


was extensively modified, she was classified as the first СУНА for Assault Helicopter 


Aircraft Currier. TITIS BAY was further reclassified ax an Amphibious Акаш Ship, 


LHA. on 27 October 1985, The final reclassification of the remaining excort carriers uw Iheir 
nators changed to АКУ for Cargo Ship, Aircraft, their designations having come full cir 
American escort carriers were nameid for rivers, hays and famous Баце in the Atlantic and 
Pacific, plus us honor the name of escort carriers lost in battle, А confusing array of names 
‘adorned the escort carriers. The lead ship in the CASABLANCA class was laid down as the 
British HMS AMEER, but since it was not delivered to Britain, she was renamed on 23 


January 1943 to commemorate the Battle of the Coral Sea which took place during 1942. The 
ame CORAL SEA was given lo a new fleet carrier USS CORAL ЯГА (CVI-9) ко the escort 


carrier was once again renamed, ihi time to USS CASABLANCA on 3 April 1945, 
In 1942, with most of the allied escort carriers tied up with war duties, a need was realized 
for small aircraft carriers to train naval aviators. All large ships сарае of being modified 
the works or on the building ways, too far along for practical conversion, The only 

ps available were two side paddle wheel steamers, the GREATER BUFFALO and the 


SEA AND ВЕЕ. Conversion in the training carrier role involved the removal of the upper 
decks and the addition of а flight deck over the hull. 
The flight decks were over 500 feet in length and only twenty-five feet above the water, А 
id on the starboard paddle wheel cover, mainly for realism. Once the 
conversion process was completed, the SEA AND BEK was commissioned as the USS 
WOLVERINE (1X-61) and the GREATER BUFFALO was commissioned as the USS 
SABLE (1X-81). oth ships operated in Lake Michigan, training pilots mainly Irom Naval 
Air Station Glenview. Ilinois. 


bridge was comm 


American escort carriers participated in every major naval campaign from Operation 
TORCH in November of 1942 to the fall of Japun in September of 1945, They hunted subs in 
the Atlantic and Pacific. They transported aircraft, aircraft puris troops, and brought back the. 
ick and wounded following hostilities. No job wax to big or to small fr the exci carriers 


they handled them all. There were four Presidential Unit Citations awarded to U.S. aircraft 
arrers during the Second World War, three of them went to escort cartien 


LONG ISLAND 


The US$ LONG ISLAND was originally laid down at th 
Chester, Pennsylvania as the MS MORMACMAIL, d 


Sun Shipbuilding Company 
March 1941 the U. S. 


Navy acquired the motor ship and sent her to Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock, 
Virginia for conversion to the first auxiliary heavier than air aircraft carrier (АУС) for the U 
S. Navy. ‘The conversion from motor ship to uireruh carrier took three months to complet 
und, upon completion, the MORMACMAIL was commissioned as the USS LONG ISLAND 
(AVG), 


The LONG ISLAND, being a co 
had а beam of 69.6 feet with n draught of 28.5 [ee 
4 13,500 t 

produced 3,500 hp and drove a single screw 


om) freighter, wis 49? f 
She had a standard displacen 
The power plant ман a Sun Го нч diesel that 
which gave the USS LONG ISLAND a maxi 


tony und fully loaded displi 


mum rated speed of 16 knot 
Aw originally converted, the LONG ISLAND had 

bow bout deck. ‘This short deck precluded the LONG ISLAND from operari " 

raft from her deck. During the Fall of 1942, the fight deck 

deck ty feet, bringing the overall le 

extension of Ihe flight deck, a catapult was added. A derrick was fi 

Jevator was placed in the after flight deck 


increasing the length by f 


deck to bring seaplanes ahoan for servicing. One 


area, about two-thirds down the 
The USS LONG ISLAND was armed with о 
ibit hid be 


Sinh 5 
d on the fantail. Tw 


n curried by older U. 5, battleships) mount 


Weapons were placed on the bow and twenty 
the flight deck for 
In December of 1942, SC 


starboard forward side of the fight deck. The square shaped antenna was replaced 
1944 by the upgraded rectangular SC-2 antenna, а YK aircraft homing antenna shared the 
mast 

Soon aller commissioning, the LONG ISLAND was used to test the feasibility of operating 
Астай, from the decks of converted freighters. The Douglas SBD Dauntless was initially 


evaluated, but due to its 
Seouting 201 (VS-201) was 
teen Curtis SOC 


ize was never carried operationally. Following th 
f 1941. T 


assigned in December 


1 Seagull biplane 


‘out fitted with fixed 


lor vurrier operations and seven Brewster РОЛ 3 Huffalg fighters. Di 
1942, VGS-I. also equipped with F2As and SOC h NC 
Following that deployment, the LONG ISLAND was assigned the training 


naval aviators in carrier om off the coast of California, or for transporting ai 


pera 
forward hanes in the Pacific 
During its career the, USS LONG ISLAND wore various 
1942 she carried Measure 12, a graded system that cmplo 
the deck being painted Deck Blue. Instead of the ship's number being painted on the deck. the 
initials LI were painted on the deck near the bow and stern. In late 1942, sh 
Measure 14, overall Ox By 1944, the LONG ISLAND was finished in the Measure 
ла зма 


mouniage Duri 


od Sea Blue 


m schem 


s repainted м 


an Gray 
uscd three 


scheme that was designed to confuse enemy observers. Th chem 


colors ol Gray 


The USS LONG ISLAND (CVE-1) was tho former diesel powered motorship MORMAC- 
MAIL that wae converted to become tho first escort aircraft carrier for the U.S. Navy. The 
‘conversion to escort carrier took place at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard during 1941. As 
originally converted, the LONG ISLAND was fitted with a flight deck that did not extend 
over the forward boat deck. The White LI on the fore and after flight dock was the desig: 
nator for the LONG ISLAND. Two Brewster F2A Buffalo fightors are spotted on tho for. 
ward flight deck. (Elelirac) 

The LONG ISLAND's last service 
MAGIC CARPET, brin 
ISLAND was then stricken from the U. S. 

ted, with the removal of her flight deck, to the 

SEVEN SEAS. 


o the U. $. Navy w 


х participation in Operation 
The LONG 


ime following the victory over Japan. 
n 26 March 1946. 
hip NEELY. I 


1051, upon a chin 


he was renamed the 
The USS LONG ISLAND at anchor with SOC-3 aircraft from VGS-1, her assigned 
squadron, on the flight deck. The LONG ISLAND мав camouflaged In Measure 12, with 
splotches. The paint scheme was incomplete, with the after section of the hanger deck 
Unfinished. Measure 12, as modified, was also employed by the USS WASP (CV-7) and 
USS HORNET (СУ-в) during the early to mid-1942 time frame. The LONG ISLAND was the 
only U.S. escort carrier without a starboard island, the bridge was spilt Into tubs on 
olthar side of the Might deck. (National Archives) 


SC And YE Antennas 
USS LONG ISLAND 


5 Inch 51 Caliber. 3 Inch 50 Caliber 
Gun 


Arresting Gear 


Eleyator 
S inch $1 Caliber Y 
сааи 
T 200 Guns MAUN доми Guns 
2 nch 50 Caliber 


Gun 


3 inch 50 Caliber 
un 


200" Guns 20wí Guno 

The USS LONG ISLAND underwent a further conversion near the ond of 1941 at Norfolk Тһе LONG ISLAND in Puget Sound during February of 1944, The USS LONG ISLAND 

Navy Yard, adding a forty foot extension to the fight deck; which now went out over the — served solely in the Pacific during the Second World War transporting al 

forward boat deck. The LONG IS iled to the Pacific in mid-1942 for operations off апа personnel from the West Coast to the Pacific area. At tho end of hostilities 1 

the Gilbert Islands transporting Marine Corps SBD and TBF aircraft, (Navy) ISLAND participated in Operation MAGIC CARPET, bringing back American troops from 
the Pacific war zone, camouflaged in Measure 32/98, (Navy) 


BOUGE Class 


The BOUGE Class represented the first major build of escort carriers for the U. S. М. 


Great Britain, As in the LONG ISLAND, the BOUGE Class 


as the basis für the carrier. The ROUGE class was repre му ship: 
U, S. Navy and ten for the Royal Navy. All U. $. Na " T 
Shipbuilding, Tacoma, Washington. 

The first of the class, USS ROUGE was laid down as the STEEL ADVOCATE 
October 1941, She was taken over by the U. S. Navy a short time later and he 


IOUGE (AVG-9) on 26 September 1942. The BOUGE were essential m 
dimensions а her sister ships the USS LONG ISLAND and later USS CHARGER, wit 
‘overall length of 49? feet and a beam of 69.8 feet. The wood Night d 

and was some fifty-four feet above the water, Her draught was 23.1 feet and di 

Wis rite at 7,800 standard tons and full load was 13,000 tons, The ROUGI Class dif 


from LONG ISLAND in that they were steam powered rather than diesel р 1 
power plant used in the BOUGE Class wan two Foster Wheeler boilers, which 
Westinghouse geared steam turbines driving a single screw. With 3,420 М н 


the ROUGE Clo 

Armament 
The BOUGE and PRINCE WILLIAM Clase were constructed using C-3-$ A1 cargo type 
hulls like the USS FREEMONT (АРА-М). Tho 492 foot hulls wore overlaid with a wooden 
flight deck and an island structure was placed on the starboard side of the deck for steer: 
ing, navigation 


The USS BOUGE (СУЕ-9), sailing in the Atlantic d 
Measure 22. The USS BOUGE was tho first escort carrier used in the Atlantic in the 
hunter killer role against Gorman U-boats and her aircraft group sunk seven U-boats on 
thoir first cruise. The BOUGE was awarded a Presidential Unit Citation for her actions 
in the Atlantic. (Navy) 


ing 1943, was camouflaged 


By 1944, the USS BOUGE was camouflaged in Measure 32/48, An Eastern Дігогай FM 
Wildcat had just landed on deck and was being directed forward, During 1944, the 
BOUGE was again participating in sub hunting in the Atlantic, along with a few other 
CVEs, as well as serving as a training platform for Navy air crews. (Navy) 


айко anti-aircraft guns ited to various locations along the flight deck amd island. € 
catapult was fitted to the port side Night deck adjacent to the forward aire elevator, with 
the exception of the USS BOUGE, USS CARD and USS СОКЕ, which we with two, 
one o port and one to махаки. The catapult equipment and machinery was housed in the 
number one cargo hold. Configured as an aircraft transport, the BOUGIE: Class could acco 
modnte fifty вітай on the flight deck and ry below on the hanger deck. For normal ight 
‘operations, up tà twenty-four aircra could be handled, normally split twelve FAF (FM) 
М са: fighters ad twelve HI CIAM) torpedo bombers im a composite squadron. 

During the Second World War the BOUGE Clas wore a variety f camouflage schemes 


depending on the year and area of operations. During 1942, the Ocean Gray system wa 
applied to ull ships in the class, During 1943, the USS BOUGE. CARD, CORF, BLOCK 
ISLAND, AND CROATAN were operating in the Atlantic and were painted in measure 22. 
the graded system. The USS СОРАНЕЕ, NASSAU, ALTAMAIIA, and BRETON were 
operating in the Pacific and were finished in Measure 14 Ocean Gray system, Measure 32 
punern system, and Measure 33, ‘Thayer system were used during 1944, and depending on 


Which ocean they were sailing on, Measure 32/22, 32а 32/122 
and 33/20 for the Pacific and 32/44 or for the Atlante. Hy 1945, all were pn 
21, the Navy Blue system, 

The USS BOUGE, CARD, CORE 
the Atlantic Fleet and used in the anti-submarine 
‘operations, both USS BOUGE and USS CARD we 


32a was applied, 32/124 


» Measure 


BLOCK ISLAND and CROATAN were all assigned to 
from 1948 w 1945, Di 
awarded! Presidential Unit 


actions against German U bouts, On her first Atlantic eruise, USS CARD's 
vauiuleon VC-1 sank four U-boats. The USS BOUGE sank thirteen U-boats dur 
Atlantic operations, It was during one of the Atlantic sub hunting operations that the USS 
BLOCK ISLAND was torpedoed and sunk off the Canary Islands on 29 May 1944, Һу the 
German U-boat U-549. She was the only U. S, Navy escort carrier 1o be lost in the Atl 


campaign. The (7 549 itself was sunk by the destroyer escort USS EUGENE E 
DF-686) а few minutos after BLOCK ISLAND was hit. 


ELMORE 


The USS COPAHEE, NASSAU, ALTAMAHA, BARNES and BRITON were all assigned 
to the Pacific Fleet during the Second World War anid used mainly or неста transport duties 
Following he war, they were all called upon to transport U. S. servicemen back to the United 


s 


s under Operation MAGIC CARPET 
One ship, USS BITER (ВАМО З), that had been loaned to Circat Britain was retumed to the 
U. S, Navy on 9 April 1945, and loaned о France on the sume day. Named the DIXMUNDE 
she was used by France as an aircraft transport, mainly to ferry aircraft to I 
DIXMUNDE was returned to the U. S. Navy and later destroyed during weapons tests during 
1966. 


The remaining ships of the BOUGE Class were put in the reserve flect after the end of how 
іск, In 1958, the USS CARD, CORI and BRETON were reaetivated and classified as 
‘Aircraft Currier Auxiliary (CVU) and used as aircraft amd cargo transports. During 1959, they 
were again reclassified as Aicraft Transport (AKV), and at that time, Ше USS CROATAN 
joined them. "They were put under the operational control of the Maritime Sca Transport 
Service (MSTS) nnd were operated by civilian crews. During the Vietnam War al 
used to transport aircraft and helicopters to South Vietnam, By 1972, all of the class had been 
withdrawn from service and broken up, four ships of Ihe class having served for over 


USS CARD (СУЕ-11) underway in the Atlantic with Grumman TBF torpedo bombers and 
РАР fighters of VC-1 on her flight deck, during early 1943. The CARD's aircraft sank eight 
U-boats during two Atlantic cruises, The CARD was camouflaged in Measure 22 during 
the 1942-1943 time frame, She would go on to serve with the Navy until 1970, 

ing aircraft to Southeast Asia during the Vietnam war. The CARD was the first CVE to be 
awarded а Presidential Unit Citation. (Elsilrac) 


The USS СОРАНЕЕ (СУЕ-12) in the Pacific during 1944. The СОРАНЕЕ served in the 
Pacific as an aircraft transport bringing fresh aircraft oul to the larger carriers and land 
based combat units. The СОРАНЕЕ was camouflaged in Measure 32/12A, a paint 
scheme developed for the Pacific aren of operations. (Elsilrac) 


era Aa D ло - 
USS СОРАНЕЕ tied up wharf side with а deck load of SBD Dauntioss dive bombers | Те USS СОРАНЕЕ underway off Hur 
bound for the Pacific war zone on 10 April 1944, The СОРАНЕЕ was laid down as the The camouflage was Measure 32/128. The deck we 
STEEL ARCHITECH, a C-2-S-A1 merchantman, but completed as а CVE. As an aircraft Corsairs and at least опе SB2C Helldiver bound for 
transport, the USS СОРАНЕЕ could accommodate fifty alrcraft on deck and forty on tha €d of Dull Black, Ocean Gr 
hanger deck. (National Archives) in length. (Navy) 


BOUGE Class, USS COPAHEE (CVE-12) 


covered with TBM Avengers, 
Pacific. Measure 32/12a con 
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Camouflage Measure 33/28 shows up well on the USS NASSAU (CVE-10). The NASSAU 
spent the Second World War in the Pacific transporting alrcratt, providing a tight deck 
for pllot training and providing alr cover for supply transports, (Elsilrac) 


USS ALTAMAHA (CVE-18) underway in the Pacific during 1044, The deck was loaded 
with a cargo of North American P-61Bs and a solitary Naval Aircraft Factory SON-3 
bound for the Pacitlo campaign. The ALTAMAHA served in the Pacific providing alr 

'ubmarine protection and aircraft tranport finished in camouflage. 


Measure 14, à Dark Gray paint scheme. (Elsiirac) 


Tho USS BLOCK ISLAND (CVE-21) underway in the Atlantic during 1943. The BLOCK 
ISLAND was finished In camouflage Measure 22, The BLOCK ISLAND sank мо German 
Usboats during her 1943 cruise, but on 20 May 1944, ће was sunk by a German U-boat 
off the coast of Africa. (Elelirac) 


USS BARNES (CVE-20) underway with a deck load of P-38 Lightnings and P-47 
‘Thunderbolts bound for the Pacific area, Tho Wings of the P-30s have been removed and 
stored on the hanger deck to conserve apace and allow more aircraft to be carried. The 
BARNES sorved her entire career in the Pacific transporting aircraft and suppl 

Pacific aroa. (Elsilrac) 


‘Tho USS BRETON (CVE-23) moored to the outfitting pier at the Seattle-Tacoma Shipyard, А nearly complete USS BLOCK ISLAND (CVE-21) sits pler-side at the Seattle-Tacoma 
Tacoma, Washington on 1 February 1943. Tho USS BRETON served the entire war time — Shipyard during 1943. Measure 22 camouflage has been applied in preparation for duty 
райо with Carrier Transport Squadron, Pacific. Following the Second World War the Atlantic. Upon acceptance by the Navy, the BLOCK ISLAND was sailed though the 
USS BRETON was pul in the reserve fleet, In 1958, she was recalled and used in the 

Maritime боа Transport Service (MSTS) transporting aircraft to Southeast Asia and 
Japan. (Natlonal Archives) 


The USS BRETON rides at anchor in San Francisco Bay on 10 May 1043. Hor Moasuro 14 
paint scheme shows the wear of at sea operations in the Pacific. 8G, SC and YE radar 
The USS BRETON (CVE-23) moving at speed in the Pacitic during 1945, with the arresting antennas aro fitted to the mast and a radar reflector flys at Ihe halyard, (Navy) 

gear undergoing maintenance by the dock crew. The BRETON was finished in camou- 

lage Measure 21, the Navy Blue system. (Elsilrac) 


‘The USS CORE (CVE-13) rides at anchor while fitting out at Seattle- 
Tacoma Shipyard, Washington on 24 January 1943. A Measure 22 cam- 
‘ouflage paint scheme has besn applied, even though the CORE would be 
used outside the combat zone for pilot qualifications. The CORE would 
later go on to serve in the Atlantic In the hunter/killer role. (Elsilrac) 


co SRO авар 


USS CROATAN (СУЕ-26) at anchor during 1943, carries Measure 22 camoutiage, The 
USS CROATAN along with her escorts sank two German U-boats during her 1944 Atlantic 
cruise, The USS CROATAN, like all her siters, wore constructed by Todd-Tacoma 
Shipyards, Washington. (Elsilrac) 


The USS CROATAN (CVE-25) at sea in the Atlantic during 1943 with part of VC-19, her 
composite squadron of TBMs and FMs, on deck. The CROATAN would serve in tho 
Atlantic for the balance of the Second World War. Following the war she was placed in 
reserve and during 1964 she was loaned to NASA for rocket experiments, Following that 
duly she was placed in service with MSTS as an aircraft ferry to Southoast Asia, 
(Еайгас) 


SANGAMON Class 


When wlesjuate supplies of C-3 cargo ship hulls became unavailable, the U. S. Navy turned 
to tanker hulls to fulfil the need for additional escort caria 

The fist two, of four, SANGAMON Class escort carriers were laid down at the Federal 
Кошту Shipyard ау the ESSO TRENTON and MARKAY during 1939. The ESSO TREN 
TON and MARKAY were two of twelve national «elene tankers ordered in 1939 and they all 
employed the TS 2 А type oiler hulls. In 1940, all the oilers were taken over hy the Navy 
and classified as Пес! oilers in the CIMARRON Class, The second two in the class were built 
iw the ESSO. NEW ORLEANS AND SEAKAY at Sun Shipbuilding А vilers they hud a 
capacity of six millon pall of aviation gasoline 

During 1942, the USS SANGAMON (AQ-28), CHENANGO (ЛО ЛІ) and SUWANEE 
(AO 39) were all soclasnifiod as AVGs upon commencement of their conversion W airera 
escort vessels, Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock, Newport News, Virginia, convert 
wil the USS SANGAMON (AVG-26) and USS SUWANEI (AVG 27), while Bethlel 
Staten Island, New York, converted the US CHENAGO (AVG-28) and the Null. Navy 
Yard, Norfolk, Virgini, converted ihe USS SANTIE (AVG29). 

SANGAMON Class ships were 553 feet long, with a benm of yeventyfive feet and a 
raph of thirty feet six inches. ‘The fight dock was 503 feet in tengih and eighty-one foet 
Wide, Ти contained two elevators and one catapult, Daring efit in 1944, п second catapult win 
Added to allow the ships to get more віт into he alr quicker 

The class had a standard displacement of 12,000 tons, with 23,875 tons fully loaded. ‘The 
power plan consisted of four boilers that supplied steam to geared ке, producing 13,300 
horse power, shat drave twin screws giving the ships a flank speed of 18 plu» knots. The 
The USS SANGAMON (AO-20) was the former ESSO TRENTON that мав taken over by 
{пе Navy batoro the Second World War. The USS SANGAMON and three of her sister 
CIMARRON сіва Пов! ollars were converted to escort carriera in time to see action In 
Operation TORCH, the Invasion of North Africa in November of 1942. (Floating Drydock) 


SANGAMON (iss lud a range of over 12,000 miles at 15 knots, Being former oilers, the 
machinery spaces were located aft, allowing for a larger below deck hunger space 

tion fuel capacity was alvo greatly increased because of heir oiler ancestry. complement of 
1.080 men were required to operate he ships of the SANGAMON Clav. 

The SANGAMON Class were fitted with three types of radar; surface а wir search and 
an aircraft hominy henson, During 1942, the SC type air search radar was installed and, by 
1944, an improved SC-2 antenn Vor surface wearch, the SG antenna. 
was utilized throughout the war, To Tost pilot, perhaps the most important radar antenna w 
the У, rerit homing beacon. The YE was, like the SC. used throughout the war 

Defensive armament originally consisted of three 5 inch 51 caliber mounts, two 1.1 inch 
anti-aircraft mounts, eight 10мм quad mounts, four 40мм twin mounts and twenty-one 20мм 
in anti-aircraft weapons, "The 5 inch 51 weapons were eventually replaced by the newer 
5 inch 38 caliber Mark 21 Mod 0 guns, "The 5 inch $1 weapons had been fied to some nf the 
older claves of butloships as secondary armament, All SANGAMON Class ships had their 
delensive armament increased to combat the Kamikaze attacks that began during I9 in the 
Pacific, cvontually reaching a tal of twenty eigh AMM anti rera pum 

‘A total of thirty-five aircraft could be carried, but the usual complement wits thirty, The 
ships normally operated Grumman FAF Wildcat and FOF Hellcat fighters along with TRF 
Avenger torpedo bombers. Fasern FM 2 Wildcats often replaced the FAFs and occasionally 
they also carried SBD Dauntless dive bombers (the only chi 
ВІ ‘The aircraft were assigned to either alr groups or squadrons depending: on time perd. 
tn Laks to be performed. 

‘The usual aircraft complement was nine ЗІ, twelve БӨР, and nine TBE/TBMs, 
Alternate londs included eighteen F4Ps, nine SAPS and eight TIW/TIMs.. During Operation 
TORCH, the invasion of North Africa in November of 1942, the fight deck and hanger deck 
oF USS CHENANGO was covered with U. S. Army Air Corps Curtiss P«40 Warhawk land- 
bused Fighters, Using the catapult, the Р were launched and used as fighter cover for the 
invasion, before тт on captured airfields, The other SANGAMON Clas ships operating 
in he task force carried their usual air complement of FAFs, SBDs and TRP». 

Shortly after she was commissioned, USS SANGAMON (AVQ-20) was used to conduct 
deck trials of the new Chance. Vought PAU Corsair, ‘These tests were deemed unsuccessful 
keeping the Corsair from flying off any U. 5, Navy aircraft carrier until December af 1944, 
Although deck tests were on going by the Navy to correct the Corsairs deck handling prob 
Hern iran attempt to qualify the FAU, he Royal Navy began carrier ai operations with thei 
Corsairs as early us 1943, пий operations from their lend Ieue СУНА. 

During their operational careers the SANGAMON class were painted in various campuflupe 
schemes. The colors ranged from the early Measure 14, known ав the Ocean Gray system to 
ie multi-colored 33/100 light pattern system, А of the puint systems were designed to con- 
fuse enemy аспа! and naval observers under all lighting conditions, OT eourse it was a dil 
vult sk to hide а 500 о lon nireraft carrier in the middle of the ocean, 

Operationally, the SAGAMONS first entered combat during late 1942, Their combat career 
Insted throughout the Second World War in hoth the Аніс and Pacifie theaters. Following 
the invasion of North Africa, the SANGAMON, SUWANHH anil CHENAGO were tran 
ferred to the Pacific, where they usually operated as а сап, The USS SANTEE stayed in the 
Antic, along with the USS CARD СМ МУ AND USS CORK (CVE-13), hunting German 
submarines during 194%, Following her successful sub hunting career in the Atlantic SAN 
TER was sent to the Pacific in сапу 1944 io join her three sisters, The four SANGAMON, 


was placed on the mast 


18 


Class ships were ш 


lass of escort carriers during th 
ned the deck «puce i handle m 


Imperial Japanese f 
All of the SANGAMON Cl 
the case of the USS CHENANGO, or h 


aged by just such an attack on 4 May 1945, whi 
NEE was dam: rely by Jupanese di п н 
rof 1944, The dam: " 


The USS SANGAMON (CVE-26) was converted from the USS SANGAMON (AO-20), а 

tanker that had been taken over by the Navy during 1941. The conversion from tanker to 

aho d escort carrier commenced on 14 April 1942, at Newport News Shipbuilding, Newport 

aerial and submarine launched грец, She had her dam News, Virginia and she was recommissioned on 25 August 1942. The deck of USS 

Naval Вама, Haa. SANGAMON was covered with FAFs of VGF-26, plus TBFs and SBDs of VGS-20, destined 
for action in Operation TORCH, the invasion of North Africa. (Еівігас) 
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USS SUWANEE (CVE-27) at sea in October of 1943 off of Mare Island, California. The 


The USS SUWANEE (CVE-27) at anchor In the Pacific off the Gilbert Islands during late 
1943, Her alr group consisted of VF-60 with F6Fs and VC-60 with SBDs and TBFs. Th 
SUWANEE and her three sisters wore participants in most of the major allied i 

during the Second World War, 50, SC and YE radar antennas are fitted to the 
(Eisilrac) 


SUWANEE was finished In camoufiage Measure 14, the Ocean Gray system. The lines of 
formar tanker MARKAY converted 
to 1 ion of North Africa. (Navy) 
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Tho USS SUWANEE underway at high 
speed in the Pacific in early 1943, soon 
anor tho Invasion of North Africa, The 7 
оп the after flight deck was the 

for CVE-27. One could only wor 
many pilots from the USS WASP (CV-7) 
thought they were seeing a ghost 
1he-WASP. had been sunk some four 
months earlier. (LCDR Charles Kerlee via 
National Archives) 


(Lott) USS 8 ind, California on 11 October 1943 during an overhaul 

period. The White circles indicate the many changes that were made to the flight deck 

and island area. Following the overhaul, USS SUWANEE participated in the invasione ог 

the Gilbert Islands, Tarawa, and Makin Islanda, The SANGAMON class СУЕВ could 
to thirty-five aircraft when operating with в air group. (Navy) 


USS CHENANGO (CVE-28) moves al slow speed before undergoing overhaul at Mare 
Island, California, during September of 1943. Ву October she wax involved in the inva- 
sion of the Gilbert Islands. USS CHENANGO was the former tanker ESSO NEW 
ORLEANS converted by Bethlehem, Staten island, New York to an escort carrier. (Navy) 


te ars 

USS CHENANGO sailing out of Mare Island, California, on 22 September 1943. The 

CHENANGO and all her sisters had an advantage over the other converted escort carrie Тһе oller ESSO NEW ORLEANS undergoes conversion to tho escort carrier USS 

In that they had extra oll and gasoline tankage, being converted oliera. They operat- CHENANGO in September of 1942 at Bethiohem, Staton island, New York. The quad 1.1 

both carriers and tankers during the Invasion of North Ar inch gun mounts are vialble on both sides of the flight deck. іп the background is the 
builders ways of Bethlehem, Staten island, Now York. (Navy) 


USS CHENANGO at anchor during early 1943, soon after being deployed to the Pacific 
for the Invasion of the Gilbert Islands. The tanker conversions were more successful 
than the CVEs bulit from cargo hulls since they had more го le for hanger 
‘space amidships, All of the SANGAMON class were 553 feet In length and the fight deck 
was equipped with two alrcratt elevators, (Elsilrac) 


А FAF-4 named ROSENBLATT'S REPLY Is roadiod for takeoff from the USS SUWANNEE 
(CVE-27) during late 1942, The sircraht still hax traces of the Yellow. national insignia 
surround, The size of the Grumman Wildcat made it perfect for operations from the 
smaller escort carrier Might deck, Wildcats would serve on the docks of all U.S, Navy 
escort carriers. (National Archives) 


USS CHENANGO sailing out of Mare Island during 
late 1942. Once at soa, USS CHENANGO would 
begin receiving her alrcraft for the invasion of the 
Gilbort Islands. The SANGAMON Class were the most 
heavily armed of the escort carriers. (Navy) 


Aircraft Assigned To CVEs 


jar dock of the USS FAFIFM widom 0, i 


U.S. Army Alr Corps Curtiss P-40F Warhawk fightors crowd the ha 


GHENANGO, The Army fiiere were being заг to Norin Altice as part ol the | ai 
Operation TORCH invasion force. Once the Invasion began the Р-40в were brought on l1 r 

Seok and ovapuhed off. They were flown to an оће м Pert Lysutey, Morocco. A total prime Ld < 
сене 0s had been cared 10 ihe wer tone by USS CHENANGO. (Евг) Nem -— eel 
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‘The USS SANTEE (CVE-20) was the only escort carrier of the SANGAMON Class to use 


Measure 17 camouf 


198, n scheme 


SANTEE saw action during the invasion of North Africa. SI 


ESSO SEAKEY and had been converted to an 
Norfolk, Virginia. (Navy) 


вате on both port and starboard, The 
c was the former tanker 
соп carrier at the Norfolk Маму Yard, 


The USS SANTEE in company with another SANGAMON Class CVE enroute to North 
Africa during late October 1942. The deck load consisted of fourteen аа of VGF-29 and 
VGS-29, along with nine SBDs and eight TBFs for a total of thirty-one aircraft. (National 
Archivos) 


CHARGER Class 


Fy 1940, the war in Europe was raging and the Beit 
tiers and airmen to protect ће home islands and th 


h faced а pressing need for aircraft car 


sca lines of communications. The Lend 


lease treaty between England and the United States exchanged English land, needed for 115. 
nir buses, for U.S. ships зимі aircraft o desperately required for the British war effo 
The USS CHARGER, like her sister, the USS LONG ISLAND, was n former С carg 


ship, although the CHARGER was a C liesel) type. CHARGER was 
verted from the former motor ship RIO DE LA PLATA that had heen built by Su 
1, the U.S. Nu d sent ber lo Newport 

TES 
enty-scven days to complete and once completed the ship was taken o 
renamed HMS CHARGER (BAVG-4). The CHARGER did not remain 
Royal Navy for very tong, On 4 October 1941, the CHARGER was retumed 
used to train Royal Navy aviators, She retained her Hritish nam 
AVG-30 and recommissioned on 3 March 1912. 

The USS CHARGER was 492 feet lon, 
Were 69 6 nnd 25 2 feet respectively 


Shipbuilding during 1940. In 1 took over Ihe ship 


News Shipbuilding for conver mc sonversion took sev 


British and 


rier auxiliary, The 


ver by Un 
service with the 
the U.S. io he 


but was reclassified a 


with n 430 foot flight deck. Her bear and draugi 


sd by a 8,500 horse power 


isplaceim 
ms. The CHARGER 


fully loaded she displaced 15,12 


Munch: Sulzer diesel that drove à single мете, giving, the ship a rated speed of 16 knots and 
tange of 5,000 nautical miles, Armament consisted of one 5 inch 51 caliber gun mounted 
gun tub on the fantail, two 3 inch 50 caliber guns mounted in the bow area and twenty NMM 


аде of ihe Might deck. Nol incl 


anti-aircraft gums placed al in the aircrews 
ihe CHARGER had a ship 


The USS CHARGER differed from her 


V on either 


ister, USS LONG ISLAND, in that she was fitt 


Tho USS CHARGER (СМЕ-30) gets underway with the ald of a tug during trials in the 
Atlantic, on 15 April 1942 off Norfolk, Virginia. The USS CHARGER was the former RIO 
DE LA PLATA converted to an escort carrier by the addition of a flight deck and associat 
өй ПОМ deck gear. The CHARGER was transferred to the Royal Navy as the HMS 
CHARGER (BAVG-4) in 1941, but was returned later in the year to the U.S. Маму, (Navy) 


with an island structure on the starboard side. LONG ISLAND only had a navigational station 
rard edge of the lig The CHARGER also had a longer flight deck 
a larger hanger area and aircraft repair shops that occupied the alt thind of the ship. 


It was provided abcam the island structure, 
The USS CHARGER spent the 
CHARGER operated in the Che: 
id Florida. She could hanik 
Grumman TBF Avenger on he 
The CHARGER vas can 
US. 


entire war training, Heitish aviators in U.S, waters, The 
peake Hay aren with a few training cruises to Rermuda, 
sircraft as large as the Douglas TBD Devastator and 
deck to train the British airmen. 
uflaged in Measure 22, the graded system, during most of her 
Measure 22 was designed for ue in areas where bright weather 
d visibility was The CHARGER was withdrawn from service 
n 15 March 1946. 

замело to the motorship FANSEA 

t deck and the addition of a € 


Cuba 


following the Secon 


usually 
World War and stricken 
CHARGER ми 


il of the fli 


"уре superstructure 
Shipyard workers prepare the USS CHARGER for service at the Norfolk Navy Shipyard, 
Portsmouth, Virginia during 1942, The CHARGER had Just been relurned to the U.S. 
Navy after a tour of service with the British Royal Navy. The SC radar 
only antenna carried on the mast at this time, (Navy) 


The X superimposed on the fight deck numbers onthe stem of UBS CHARGER indica 
Hight deck is n. le for landings, The CHARGER was camouflaged in 

that was used in the Atlantic during the 1942-43 time 

'apable of handling twenty-one aircraft for training. (National 


Norfolk, Virginia, The Us 
deck crews. The catapult track is the dark line on the forward port flight deck. The 
British, like the Amoricans used North American SNJ trainers for carrier повіти 
(National Archives) 
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The USS LONG ISLAND (AVG-1) was the former motorship MORMACMAIL 
converted to a carrier by the addition of a flight deck. She was camou- 
Tlaged in modified Measure 12. 


USS BLOCK ISLAND (CVE-21) was sunk during 1944 by a German U-boat while 
‘operating In the Atlantic. Sho was finiahed in Measure 22, a two tone Gray graded 
camouflage in use during 1943. 


USS SANTEE (CVE-29) was finished in Measure 17 camouflage during 
September of 1942. This scheme was the same on eithor sido. 


USS SHAMROCK BAY (CVE-84) operated in the Pacific during 
1944/45. She was a CASABLANCA Class CVE and carried Measure 
33/102 camouflage, 


USS COMMENCEMENT BAY (CVE-105) was the lead 
ship of her class. She was camouflaged in Me 
32/46a during 1944. 


‘Tho communications ship USS ANNAPOLIS. 
(AGMR-1) was converted from the escort carrier a... 
USS GILBERT ISLAND (CVE107). ANNAPOLIS 
saw service during the Vietnam war. 


PRINCE WILLIAM Class 


The PRINCE WILLIAM Class of exen 
hind there were twenty-four ships in the clas went w the U.S. Navy. one to the Royal 
Canadian Navy and twenty-two to the Royal Navy. The one Canadian ship was the HMCS 
NABOR (СМІХ). The NABOR remained under the control of the Royal Navy 
classified as а U.S. naval vessel. Once in British service, the ships were known as the 
RULER Class, The lead ship, HMS RULER wax ex-USS JOSEPH (AVG 50). Todd. 
Tacoma built twenty-one of the class, with оп ilt by the Puget Sound Navy Yard and 
‘one was built by Willamette and Commercial In Work 

The PRINCH. WILLIAM (АУС 31) was 492 feet lony with a 465 foot Might deck. 
flight desk was 111 feet wide and 54 feet above the water, The deck was fittod with 
pult on the forward port side adjacent to the She had а beam of 60.6 foet and 
draught of 23,3 feet, 1 nd 13,000 tone fully 
ower was provided by two Foster-Wheeler boilers that produced a total of 500 


was a sceond baich of BOUGE Class ships 
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The 


placement was rated nt 7,800 wns standard 
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She М 


w which 


af 8,000 nautical miles at 15 knots 


power Westinghouse geared turbines drove a sin 
sted speed of 17 knot 


d of Iwo 5 inch 


screw, giving 


hip a 
38 caliber anti-aircraft guns, mounted in 
л 40мм Bofor 


Armament coms ponsons on. 
and twenty-seven 20мм Oerlikon anti 
aircraft cannons mounted on either side of the flight deck 
The USS PRINCE WILLIAM served most of her active life as a aircraft transport in the 
1a May of 1944, 


cach side of the fantail, & 


Atlantic and Gulf of Mexic 


Pacific area sei! to the Atlantic and used for carrier waining 


in One yeu liter she was again 
Following seven 


where she 


and pilot qus 
returned to the Pacific for carrier training and aircraft transport duties, 
tds of MAGIC CARPET operat Alani 
she was broken up in 1961, following service in the reserve fleet as a Helicopter Escort 
Carrier (CVHE), 

All tw 


ак ns, she again returned to the layed 


the British and the one Canadian PRINCE WILLIAM Class were off 

o the U S, Navy during 1945 and 1946 and stricken from the list of ships, The 

HMCS NABOB and HMS THANE were so hadly damayed hy German torpedoes that they 
" 


The HMS EMPEROR was the former USS PYBUS (АСУ-34) that was transferred to the 
British Royal Navy in 1943. When launched HMS EMPEROR was finished in Measuro 22 
camouflage, however, once In British service, Royal Navy camouflage was applied, HMS 
EMPEROR served primarily in the convoy escort role in the Atlantic. (Todd Shipyards) 


2 


A stern to bow view of the HMS RULER (hull number instruction In building 
Way number 2 at the Seattle-Tacoma Shipyards, Та igton on 2 June 1943, 
The HMS RULER was the former USS ST JOSEPH (AVG-50) that was transferred to the 
Shipyards) Royal Navy. (Todd Shipyards) 


А bow to stern view of hull number 30 under construction at Seattle-Tacoma Shipyards, 
Tacoma, Washington during October of 1942. The ship, which utilized а C-3 cargo type 
hull, would soon become the НМ AMEER, former USS BAFFINS (ACV-35). (Todd 


There were twenty-four ships in the PRINCE WILLIAM class, bul only one served with tho 
U.S. Navy, the balance boing used by the Royal Navy. The PRINCE WILLIAM (CVE-31) 
‘was usod during the Second World War mainly as an aircraft transport. In late 1943 ah. 
was at soa carrying а deck load of twalve SBDs, an OS2U, мо SOC, a J2F and а RAD. 
(Elalirac) 


(Right) The HMS REAPER slides down the launching ways at Seattle-Tacoma Shipyards 
in Novembor of 1943, Tho REAPER was comploted in Royal Navy camouflage and was 
tho former USS WINJAH, (Navy via Todd Shipyards) 


The HMS AMEER underway in Commencement Bay, Washington during 1043. 
The HMS AMEER was finished in Measure 14 camoutl 

‘utlage would soon be changed lo 

(Todd Shipyards) 


CASABLANCA Class 


The CASABLANCA Class represented an entirely new class of escort camiers, Henry J. 
Kuiser had obtained a contract from the Mureau of Ships (BuShips) to build fifty-five of the 
mall carriers with the promise thatthe first four would he delivered hy February of 1944, and 
the balance by the end of 1945, Пу wtilizing the maritime commission $4 S2 IH 3 type high 
sped cargo hulls and a Gibbs & Cox marine design, Kaiser went to work building carriers at 
bis shipyard in Vancouver, Washington, "Hurry up Henry." as he мав called, fulfilled his 
promise and then some, ‘The lend shop of the elass, USS CASABLANCA (СУН 55) was 
1 on 8 July 1943 and the last, USS MUNDA (CVE 104) on К July 1944, AI 
filly ships had been commissioned within а year. All were destined for wie by the U.S, Navy 
although the USS SOLOMANS (СУБ 67) wa ont to Britain as the HMS 
EMPEROR, however, e USS PYRUS (AVG-34) win sent instead. СУБ was lai down 
aw the HMS BEGUM, but taken over by the U.S. Navy and renamed USS NATOMA BAY 
(CVP-62), Following this amazing feat of building speed, Kaiser was then 
build eight escort carriers of the new COMMENCEMENT BAY Cli 
Te CASABLANCA Clans ships wore 498 foot 10 inches lone with a beam of 65 feet, The 
CASABLANCA Class ships lud а characteristic flat fantail, а go 
The flight deck was 105 feet wide and 41 foot from the water 
one fore andl one aft and one ental (fitted on the рон side) were installed in he 


feature of the class Two ele 
valor 
flight deck 


The draught wa 
fully 
produced 11,200 horse power driving twin screws, giving the class 
of 19 knots and a runge (with ки fuel) of 10,200 nautical miles. The 
The armam 
fantail, сірі 40mm (win mount Bofors cannons and twenty 20мм Ocrlikon automatic cun 
The CASABLANCA Class 
had the ditinetion of being the lightest armed of any combat escort This light weight 
inii-nireroft armament perhaps lead t the loss of USS BISMARCK SEA (CVE-95), USS 
OMMANEY BAY (СУК 79) uni USS SAINT LO (CVB-63), all sunk by Japanese Катікале 
Two other CASABLANCA Class ships were lost to enemy nction, USS 
AMILER BAY was lost to enemy gunfire during the Halle of Samar, Philippines and USS 
LISCOMBE BAY (CVE unk hy а torpedo from the Japanese fleet submarine E178 
off Tarawa 
The CASABLANCA Class wore й during the war years: Mesure 
14, Ocean Gray (1943-44), Measure 21, Navy Blue system (1945), Measure 22, graded ку 
tem (194145), Mesure 2, medium pattern (1944), and Measure 310», modified Thayer 
(ighi) system (1944-45), Measure 33 hail heen designed specifically for the CASABLANCA 
Class but was adapted to the SANGAMON Class СУГА and ESSEX Chis CVs. Schemes 
like the BOGUE Cas 
served in ihe Pacific with only five of their mum. 
The USS GUADALCANAL 
(CVE. 60) had the distinction of being the only U.S. escort carrier to capture а U-boat intact 
During an Atlantic cruise in the Summer of 1944, with Task Group 22.3, the GUADAL 
CANAL's air group spotted the German U-505, During the nest five days the Task Group. 


19 foot 8 inches and displacement was 6,730 tons standard and 
iprocating 


aded, Four boiler» provided steam to the Skinner Uni 


ered to provide increased space for additional hanger are 


nt consisted of one $ inch 38 calibor anii airerah yun mounted in а tub on the 


nons, mounted along either side of the flight deck in gun tubs 


attacks an the Paci 


и camouflage scheme 


were used both in the Atlantic and Pacific, ш 
The majority of the CASABLANCA Cli 
bor serving in the Adduntic, mainly hunting German U-boats. 
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pet. набу 
== 


Originally laid down as tho HMS AMEER and rens 

waa once again renamed during 1945 as the USS CASABLANCA, The CASABLANCA 

Served mainly in the training role in the Pacific, USS CASABLANCA, lead ship in n clase 

of fifty ships, like all of hor sleters, was constructed by Kalser Shipbullding, Vancouver, 

Washington. (Navy) 

chand the sub until she was forced to surface during an intensive attack by the destroyer 

‘escort USS CHATERLAIN (149) and aircraft from the GUADALCANAL 

surface and helpless due to à stuck rudder, she was boarded and rhe American flag hoisted on 

her jack. For this action, the USS GUADALCANAL was awarded a Pr 

Citation, The U-505 i now on display at the Museum of Science und Industry in Chicago, 

Min 

In the Pacific, the action was hot and heavy with CASABLANCA Cli 

every major ие during the island hopping campaigns, Kamikazes sunk thre 

leven, gunfire and Kamikaze, during the Battle of Samar, Philippines, damaged three mor: 
ind of hostilities, CASABLANCA Class ship were ux for MAGIC CARPET 

Мом of the class ih 

Some were recalled for the Korean War and all were broken up by the 


hips fighting in 
and damaged 


‘operations, bringing back U.S, rl Ihe war were put 
in tho reserve Пе 


The USS LISCOMBE BAY (CVE-50) served in the Pacific aren during hor short carver, 
She Ів underway In the Pacific with в load of Douglas SBDs, Eastorn TMs and FM6 alr 
craft on deck. The aircraft are undergoing an insignia change with bars being added to 
the star. The LISCOMBE BAY was sunk on 24 Novembor 1943, by a Japanese submarine 
torpedo while operating off of the Gilbert Islands. (Navy) 


The USS CORAL SEA (CVE-57) al sea during 1949 with VC-4, consisting of Eastern TBM 

‘on the after light deck. The CORAL SEA was origi- 
nally named ALIKULA BAY, while on the building ways. She was again renamed, to USS 
ANZIO during 1944, and as the ANZIO, she was used in anti-submarine oporations in the 
Pacific. (Navy) 


CASABLANCA Class, USS CASABLANCA (CVE-55) 


The USS MISSION BAY (CVE-59) during August 1944 operating off the Atlantic coast, 

She is finished in Measure 32/48 camouflage and had at least six ЕВЕ Hellcats parked 

‘amidships on the flight deck. The MISSION BAY was used mainly in the anti-submarine 
Both SK and SG radar antennas are fitted on the (Navy) 
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‘The USS GUADALCANAL (CVE-60) was one of the most highly decorated aircraft carriers 
ot the Second World War. Her crew captured the German U-505 in the Atlantic during 
May of 1944, She was presented with a Presidential Unit Citation for her exploits in the 
Atlantio, (Navy) 


The USS МАТОМА BAY (CVE-62) underway in the Pacific during 1944, with her camou 
tlago badly weathered. On 7 June 1945, USS NATOMA BAY was badly damaged by a 
Kamikaze attack, effectively putting her out of the Pacific war. (Navy) 


Aircraft of VC-80 are positioned on the flight deck of USS MANILA BAY (CVE-61) prior to 
flight operations In 1944, The MANILA BAY could accommodate up to thirty-two aircraft 
in the hanger and on the flight deck, USS MANILA BAY would be involved in operations 
in the Pacific untit damaged by a Kamikaze on B January 1945. Following repairs ahe 
returned to the Pacilic. (Navy) 

Tho USS MIDWAY (CVE-63) was renamed the USS ST LO on 15 Septembor 1944. The 
name MIDWAY going to the new fleet carrior СУВ-41. One month lator a Kamikaze put 
the USS ST LO on the bottom of the Pacific during the Battle of Samar, Philippines. 
(Navy) 


19 aircraft of VC- to the Pacific area of opera: 
tions. The WAKE ISLAND was finished in Measure 13/102 camouflage. USS WAKE 
ISLAND served both in the Atlantic and Pacific hunting submarines and transporting 
aircraft, (Navy) 


А harbor tug positions the USS WHITE PLAINS (CVE-66) during 1944, The USS WHITE 
PLAINS was damaged by Катікагев during the Battie of Samar in October 1944 and 
made a trip to Poari Harbor for repairs, (Navy) 


The USS TRIPOLI (CVE-64), being operated by the Maritime Sea Transport 
місе (MSTS), hax a deck load of U.S. Air Force North American Р-860 Sabre, 

nli-weather jet fighters during 1954. The TRIPOLI operated In both the Atlantic 

and Pacific during the Second World War. (Navy) 


Flight operations are underway aboard USS МЕНЕНТА BAY (CVE-74) during 1944, with 
Enatern alrcralt FM Wildcats of VC-11 positioned on the forward flight deck. USS 
NEHENTA BAY operated in tho Pacific, fighting in all of the major island hopping cam. 
palgna of the 1944-45 era. (Navy) 


The USS ОММАМЕУ BAY (CVE-79) operating in the waters off of Hawaii during 1944, with 
both aircraft olavatore in the fully lowered position, The USS ОММАНЕУ BAY was сат 
омадо In Measure 32/154, the same scheme that she was wearing when she was sunk 
by a Kamikaze attack on 4 January 1945, off the Philippines. (Navy) 


ISLAND (CVE-77) was painted in Measure 32/15» during 1944, The varlety 
the deck indicates that she is being utilized as an alrcraft trane- 
lot of weathering from salt exposure. (Navy) 


USS MARCUS 
of aircraft assembled 
port. The paint shows 


The PETROF BAY (CVE-00) operating in the Pacific during 1944. finished in Measure 


The PETROF BAY was operating VC-76, в composite squadron that 
A large SK 


33/108 camoufla 
м prised of TBM Avenger bombers and РМ Wildcat fighter arora. 


radar antenna was fitted to the mast. (Navy) 


Anti-Aircraft Weapons 


The 40мм Bofors 
Automatic Cannon 
Was Used In Both 
Twin And Quad Gun 
Mounts. 


The 20мм Опікоп 
Cannon Was Used In 
Great Numbers For 
Close-in Defense. 
The Gun Could Bo 
Mounted in Single Or 
Twin Mounts. 


USS GAMBIER BAY (CVE-73) lied-up pier side dur- 
Ing April of 1944, The GAMBIER BAY was sunk by 
the Japanese battleship YAMATO during tho Вато 
ot Samar, Philippines on 25 October 1944. That 
was the only loss of an escort carrier to naval s 

face vesnele during the Second World War. (Navy) 


USS SITKOH BAY (T-CVE-86) at sea transporting а variety of alrcraft during the Korean 
war. The designator, Т, was added to her designation to signify her role ав a transport- 

ort carrier. The dock load consisted of TBM, SNB, RAD, JD and FAU aircraft. The USS 
SITKOF BAY had also been used mainly as a aircraft transport during the Second World 
War. (Navy) 


The USS SHIPLEY BAY (CVE-85), with VC-97 FM Wildcats on the bow, steams Into the 
wind recovering вігогайі (as Indicated by the LSO wind screen on the after tight dock). 
The SHIPLEY BAY was camouflaged In Monsure 22, which consisted of Navy Gray and 
Haze Gray, (Navy) 


5 Inch 38 Caliber Main Gun 


Tho USS SAVO ISLAND (CVE-78) underway with з deck load of various aircraft and air 
craft parte, А J2F Duck minus its engine ів parked adjacent to the island. n January of 
1945, the SAVO ISLAND was damaged by a Kamikaze attack off the Philippines 
Repaired, she rejoined the fleet in time for the Battle of Okinawa in March of 1945. (Navy) 


The USS STEAMER BAY (CVE-47) is maneuvered into its anchorage position during late 

1944, Her Measure 32/12a camouflage was badly woathered from salt exposure. The 

STEAMER BAY wax damaged in an collision with USS HALE (00-642) In April 1945 and 

by an aircraft accident in June of 1945 and had to put into Guam for repairs. (Navy) The USS SARGENT BAY (CVE-83) rides at anchor while the crew make repaira to the 
bridge canvas cover. The SARGENT BAY was camouflaged in Measure 32/169. A pro- 
tective railing was fitted around both the forward and after elevators. The rear elevator 
has just received a fresh coat of paint as indicated by the unfinished 83. (Navy) 


The USS TAKANIS BAY (CVE-89) underway at high speed in the Pacific during May ої 
1944. Tho TAKANIS BAY operated as a training carrier for pilot qualifications during the 


lator part of the Second World War and was camoutlaged in Measure 14, the Ocean Gray 
‘system, (Navy) 


3 Inch 50 Caliber Secondary Armament 


Aircraft of VC-04 prepare to take off from USS MAKIN ISLAND (CVE-03) during early 1945. 
VC-B4 provided air support with their TBM and FM aircraft during the Invasions of Leyte 
and Luzon. The prominent square antenna on the mast was the SK search radar anten- 
na. (Navy) 


The USS CAPE ESPERANCE (CVE-88) bound for Korea with Air Force Р-В48, F-068, Т-ви 
апа F-808, along with an Army L-20 and Navy F6F on deck. During the Korean war the 
CAPE ESPERANCE was operated by в civilian MSTS crew. The only Navy men onboard 
were the crew of the 5 inch gun on the fantall. (Navy) 


Tho USS WINDHAM BAY (CVE-92) sails into harbor during 1945. The starboard forward 

twin 40u guns are in the full vertical position. The deck load consisted of at least three 

Martin PSM Mariners. The WINDHAM BAY was used for alreraft transport duties during 
Second World War. (Navy) 


The USS KWAJALEIN (OVE Gaal вка ої 

820 Kingfihers ocoupying the ater Hight 
red over as have the и guna idiciting thai 
Around SK2 radar wa most. (Navy) 


(Lott) The USS BISMARK SEA (CVE-95) unloads a pair of SBD Dauntless dive bomb: 
iwo Jima, during February of 1945. On 21 February 1945, the BISMARK SEA was sunk 
by a Kamikaze off of мо Jima with the loss of 318 killed. (Navy) 


The USS LUNGA POINT (CVE-94) with a TBM about to be catapulted off the forward 
dock. Tho aircraft are from VC-85 which was ass o the ship during carly 1945. The 
LUNGA POINT was damaged by а Kamikazo on 21 February 1945 off Iwo Jima, (Navy) 


The USS ATTU (CVE-102) was used to transport aircraft to Iwo Jima and Okinawa during 
the later stages of the Pacific war. Following hostilities she was used to transport men 


and materials home аө pa 


(of Operation MAGIC CARPET. (Navy) 


The USS MATANIKAU (CVE-101) at sea in the Pacific area operating with Carrlor 
Transport Squadron, Pacific during July of 1944. The MATANIKAU was finished in 
Measure 21, the Navy Blue system. The MATANIKAU also operated as a training carrier 
tor pilot quati (Navy) 


The USS MUNDA (CVE-104) was the last ship in the CASABLANCA class. 
USS MUNDA operated with Carrier Transport Squadron, Pacific, bringing 
much needed aircraft and spare parts to the Pacific combat zone, Hi 
‘hull number, 104, was painted on both the bow and tho Inland. (Navy) 


COMMENCEMENT BAY Class 


The COMMENCEMENT BAY Class represented the last class of escort carriers built for 
service in the Second World War. А total of rwenty-scven were ordered from Todd 
Shipbuilding and eight from Kaiser, although only nineteen were actually constructed, all I 
di, Pacific, "The contract with Kaiser and Todd, for the balance of the ships, wa 
‘on H August 1945, 

The COMMENCEMENT BAY Class was built using a modified SANGAMON type hull 
With modifications gained by war experiences with the former classes. Ships of the COM. 
MUNCEMENT BAY Class were 553 feet long, with a seventy five foot beam. The Might 
deck was 105 foot wide and 501 feet Tong, fined with two catapults on the forward deck a 
two aircraft elevators, Draught was 30 feet 7 inches nnd displacement was rated at 12.000. 
{ons standard nnd 23,875 tons fully loaded. "The engine room» were staggered so that the max 
imum size boil AII had four bules 
turbines. The machinery produced 16,000 horse pawer driving twin screws, giving the COM: 
MENCEMENT BAY Class а maximum speed of 18 knots, An onboard fuel capacity of 3.134 
‘ons ave them n range of some 8,000 miles at a cruising spoed of 15 knots. 

"The ships of the COMMENCEMENT RAY Class were armed with two 5 inch 38 cali 
guns mounted on the Fantail, although a few of the class were fitted! with a single 5 inch 38 
caliber weapon just forward of the island iA a tub usually occupied by а twin ЧОМ. 
Other weapons included three 40MM quad mounts, twelve 40v twin mo 
20мм Orlickon cannons. Various radar types were carried, he most common being the SK: 
пов soarch, SPS-A/SG runge/bearing, and YE aircraft homing beacon radar. Up to thirty a 
‘raft could he carried and handled, usually Cirumman FOF and Chance-Vought FAU fighters 
and TRI/TRM Avengers. Air groups from both the Navy and Marine Corps operated from 
COMMENCEMENT BAY (lass ships 

The COMMENCEMENT BAY Class, those that had heen commissioned, served exclusive 
ly in the Pacific area of operations. CVE-105 through 113 were used either as trai 

‘cover for invasions or as шеста transports. Following the war. 
reserve fleet, awaiting to be пеене again to take the fight to an enemy. They didn't have long 
to wait, On 25 June 1950, forces from Communist North Korea burst across the border sepa 
tating North and South Korca and U.S. forces were ugain called to a war time Кні, First 
into action was the USS SICILY (CVT'-118) with VMF-214 The Blacksheep Squadron. On 3 
August 1950, the first marine air strike was carried out by VMT-214 against positions 
South Korea held by North Korean oops. VMI-123 flying off of the USS HADOENG 
STRAIT (CVE-116) joined the fight а short time later. Also entering the combat zone was 
USS RENDOVA (СУБ 114) with VMF-212 Devil Cats, USS ПАТВОКО (CVE-115) with 
VME-312 Checkerhours and VMA-342. USS POINT CURZ (CVE-119) with VS-38 provid- 
ed anti-submarine protection. Following the Korean War, the ships of the COMMENCE 
MENT BAY Class were again put in the reserve fleet. 

During 1961, the USS GILBERT ISLAND (CVE-107) was selected for conversion into a 
major communications ship. ‘The conversion, which took place ut New York Navy Yard 
included the removal of all wircraft handling equipment, modification of the bow area, and the 
installation of radio antenna towers. Four twin mounted radar controlled 3 inch 50 caliber 
anti-aircraft cannons were installed on the edge of the deck. Once the conver 
pleted the ship way re-commissioned as the USS ANNAPOLIS (AGMR-1) 


* could be installed. ‘that provided steam to the geared 


During the 


а 


IENT BAY Class along with four members of the HOGUE 
Class, were again called upon to serve, this time designated as AK V», Ліпай Transport, 
Auxiliary. USS KULA GULF, CAPE GLOUCESTER, RENDOVA, POINT CURZ, 40 and 
COMMENCEMENT BAY were all used to transport aircraft needed to supply the nceds ої 
the U.S. Anny. Air Force and Marines in Southeast Asia, By 1972, all of the COMMENCI 
MENT BAY Class had been decommissioned and sold for scrap: having. served their country 
with great honor. 

А hapless pilot from VS-22 flying from USS BLOCK ISLAND crashed his Grumman AF-2 
Guardian into the water. Не was rescuod by a Plaseck! HUP helicopter of HU-2. The 
BLOCK ISLAND served during the Korean war ora, operating in the Atlantic, (Elsilrac) 


SK Search Radar 


Flight operations are about to commence aboard USS GILBERT ISLAND (CVE-107) as an 
Eastern TBM-3 spreads ils wings. The flight deck contains Marine Corps FOF, ТЕМ and 
FAU aircraft. The GILBERT ISLAND would later be converted into a major radio commu- 
nications ship and renamed the USS ANNAPOLIS (AGMA-1). (Elsilrac) 


COMMENCEMENT BAY Class, USS COMMENCEMENT BAY (CVE-105) 
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‘Tho USS SALERNO BAY (CVE-110) was finished іп Measure 21 camouflage just before 
her commissioning in 1945. The SALERNO BAY would go on to serve in the Pacific dur 
ng the Second World War and in the Atlantic and Mediterranean during the Korean War 
era. She was withdrawn from service during 1954. (Elalirac) 


(Right) The USS VELLA GULF (CVE-111) was used near the end of the war In the Western 
Pacific off Okinawa and the Japanese home islands. During the war she carried а Mar 
air group that consisted of FAU, РВЕ and TBM aircraft. (Еівітас) 


p 


The USS KULA GULF (CVE-100) underway with FAU Corsairs on the after flight deck dur- 
ing 1950. The KULA GULF was used for pilot training and as an aircraft transport during 
the Korean era, Following the Korean war she was used for development work In anti- 
‘submarine warfare methods and tactics. (Elelirac) 


USS CAPE GLOUCESTER (CVE-109) was used at the very end of the war In the Pacific 
for Kamikaze datense off the coast of Japan. Following the war she was used to return 
American GI's home as part of Operation MAGIC CARPET during 1945. The CAPE 
GLOUCESTER was camouflaged in Measure 22. (Еівітас) 


Tho USS SIBONEY (CVE-112) at sea with TBM-3s of VS-32 on the flight deck and a HO3S 
‘on the storn, The HOIS would act as a plane guard once flight operations commenced. 
‘The TBM-3 woro operated in the anti-submarine role during 1953. The SIBONEY served 
in the Atlantic ocean during the Korean ега, (Евігас) 


ae 
pr > 
USS PUGET SOUND (CVE-113) at soa on bullders trials during 1945. Finished In Measure 
22, sho would serve in the Westorn Pacific off Okinawa and Japan. Following the war 
sho was sent to the Atlantic for duty with the reserve fleet. She was reactivated during 
Koroa for Atlantic operations. (Elslirac) 


USS BADOENG STRAIGHT (CVE-110) with FAUs of VMF-212 olf the Korean coast on 13 
January 1952. The BADOENG STRAIGHT had three operational periods off Korea during 
the 1950-1953 period. А РАО is on the port catapult ready for takeoff on a ground support 
mission. (Elsllrac) 


USS BAIROKO (CVE-115) enters port with a FAU from CVG-15 on the flight dock. The 
BAIROKO participated In the hydrogen bomb tests in January of 1984 off Eniwetok, 
During the tests it was discovered that by spraying salt water on tho dock that the effecta. 
Of the radiation were greatly reduced. (Eleilrac) 


USS SAIDOR (CVE-117) on builders trials during 1946, Built to Inte to see action in the 
Second World War, she served in the Pacific and participated In the Bikini atomic bomb. 
test acting ав а photographie laboratory documenting the atomic blast, (Elelirac) 


The USS RENDOVA (CVE-114) underway in the Pache With 

VMF-334 on her fight deck. VMF-334 ombarked in USS RENOVA during the Koraan — — 
war era. RENDOVA also embarked УМО? during hor 1051 Korear erulse and, during -= 
1952. she participated in the Marshall Island atomic bomb teste. (Elsitracy vem. 


MINDORO (CVE-120) with airship K-69 taking off from her deck during carrier land- 
ications on 28 April 1950. The K-69 was a non-rigid patroi SC Radar 
ne operations. USS MINDORO was used as a training 

had all hor defensive armament removed. (Elelirac) 


The USS SICILY (CVE-116) was repainted with new deck markings designed to show а 
landing pilot the centerline of the flight deck. The SICILY, with VMF-214 Blacksheop, was 
the first Navy unit to attack North Korean positions on 3 August 1950, USS SICILY sailed 
10 Korea three times in support of United Nations forces from 1950 to 1953. (Elslirac) 


USS SICILY underway off Korea clo: 
ing 1960. The SICILY's twin converging catapulte are 
The mast contains SPS-6, SP and YE radar antenne 


ly followed by a plane guard destroyer escort dur- 
ble on the forward flight deck. 
(Navy via NMNA) 


USS SICILY with FAU-4s of VMF-214 on the forward flight deck. Captain John S. Thach 
commanded the SICILY from Juno 1950 until relieved in August of 1951, Captain Thach 


became famous during the Second World War for his Thach “weave,” an maneuver used 
Бу FAF pilots that was successful against Japanese Zero fighters. (Navy via NMNA) 


Grumman TBM-3E Avengers of VS-3 are parked on the flight deck of the USS POINT 
CRUZ (CVE-119) awaiting flight orders. The POINT CRUZ operated off of Korea during 
1963 іп the anti-submarine role, She would go on to serve during the Vietnam conflict 
operating ав an aircraft transport. (Elsilrac) 


The USS PALAU (СУЕ-122) was completed to late for Second World War service, 
During the post war period she served mainly in the Atlantic before being placed in 
reserve. During the Korean war era she was reactivated for service in the Allantic and 
Mediterrain area in the anti-submarine role. (Elalirac) 


Tho USS TINIAN (CVE-123) at sea during builders trials in 1946. She was the last 
ship of the COMMENCEMENT BAY class to be commissioned. The TINIAN " 
served her timo in the reserve fleet until she was stricken In 1970. (Eisiirao) i 


Conversions 


Beginning in June of 1955, the U.S. Navy began converting the THETIS BAY 
nated as а CVE, wan Assault Helicopter Transport (СУНА) for use by the Marine Corps. The 
conversion (ook place at the San Francisco Naval Shipyard and once completed, the THETIS 
BAY was commissioned as СУНА-Ї and placed under the command of Amphibious I 
Pacific. The conversion included shortening the aft flight deck to expo 


and 


Temoval of the aller gun tub that contained the 5 inch 38 caliber anti-aircraft gun. 


су were not required for heli 
During 1950 the USS THETIS BAY was redesignated as an Amphibi 
designated РИ 6. On 1 March 1964, the THETIS BAY wa 
While tranfer to Spain was considered, the USS CABOT (CVL28 

the National Acronauti 


the USNS CROATAN (ex-CVE 


oper « 
Ascault Ship and 


On 27 October 19 


an Arcas meteorological rocket launcher tuhe to the fantail arca and two Nike-Apache rail- 
type launchers ulong side the alter elevator, Radar vans and tracking antennas were added t 
the Forward Night deck area, The hanger deck was utilized for the operations ard trackim 


qui Once all modifications were completed, the CROATAN, operated by 
Military Sealift Command, he Hquatow nren off the west coast of South 


participate in the 1964-65 International Quiet Sun Year 


aie w America 


During the cruise 


M 


xperiments were launched, Following her use by NASA the CROATAN 
d to the Navy and stricken during, 1970. 


з CVE involved USS GILBERT ISLAND (CVE 


І major conversion of 107), 


Stricken on 1 June 1961, the GILBERT ISLAND was reactivated in November and sailed to 
New York Shipyard for her conversion into a major Communications Relay Ship (AGMR). 
difications involved the removal of all catapult and arresting gear, as well as the 5 inch 


per, 40мм and 2 


СТ] 


win 3 i The Might deck mounted 


50 caliber weapons, two to port and two to starbourd 


ur tall radio antennas and the hanger deck area contained the radio vans housing twenty-four 


adio transmitters. A helicopier landing pad was placed on the port side of the deck 
р 


Following conversion, the GILBERT ISLAND was recommissioned a the USS ANNAPO 


LIS (AGMR-1) after the US. Navy radio base there. The USS ANNAPOLIS served in the 
Р US. forces in Vie Following her Vietnam service, she wa 
and placed in the reserve бо. L APOLIS was stricken on 15 October 


placed by the BLUE RIDGE Class of amphibiow 
The USS THETIS BAY (CVE-90) was converted to an assault helicopter alrcratt carrior for 
tho Marine Corps and redesignated as CVHA-1. The THETIS BAY was used as an alrcrart 
transport and helicopter assault ship from 1956 until redesignated ав an Amphibious 
Assault Ship (LPH-6) during 1956, She was finally withdrawn from service on 1 March 
1964 The aircraft visible Just in front of the Island ів а North American AJ Savage attack 
bomber. (Elelirac) 


USS THETIS BAY now designated пе LPH-6 operating 
circles on the deck indicate the helicopter landing and staging areas. The conversion to 
CVHAILPH involved the shortening of the after flight deck, the removal of the stern gun 


tub and double decking the ialand structure, (Elsilrac) 


A storn view of the USS CROATAN shows the Nike launchers positioned next to the after 
alrcratt olavator and the vertical launch tube for the ARCAS meteorological rocket. The 
USS CROATAN participated in NASA's Quiet Sun 1964-65 experiments off the Western 
const of South Ameri mente were completed the CROATAN was 
returned to the Navy 


The USNS CROATAN (CVE-25) was loaned to the National Aeronautical and Space 
Administration (NASA) in 1964 and the flight deck was converted to fire experimental 
rockets, The flight deck was covered with antennas, radio/radar vans and rocket launch: 
ing equipment. (NASA) 


E 


The USS ANNAPOLIS (AGMR-1) was converted from the former USS GILBERT ISLAND. 
(CVE-107). The USS ANNAPOLIS was a major communications relay ship that was used 
during the Vietnam era relaying messages trom command centers In-country Vietnam 
back to the national command authority in Washington. The conversion from CVE to 

deck with a hurricane bow, deletion of the 
Second World War armament and the addition of four radar controlled twin 3 inch 50 anti- 
alreraft gun mounts, two per side. (Naval History Center) 


The USS ANNAPOLIS (AGMR-1) was used off the coast of Vietnam from 1965 to 1969, 
when she was withdrawn from service. Ав a major communications ship she was used 
to relay radio messages from on and off shore Vietnam back to the United States. The 
flight deck housed four large radio antennas and a helicopter pad. When not operating in 
the Vietnam war zone, ANNAPOLIS was home-ported in San Diego. California. (National 
Archives) 


50 


FAU Corsairs of VMF-214 Black Sheep launch trom USS SICILY 
(CVE-118) to attack targets in North Korea during 1950. 
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